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Water Update

Birregurra water supply upgrade underway

water rwhich will see the rmm 5 a ﬁw&t&r
treatment , open supply channel stara g2 basins
decommissioned and replaced with a 19-lalometra
undergroumd pipeline from Colac.

Threugh Buregmma Sustamable Commumities — Water, the
Biregurra commumity have saved around 38 million litres of
water since the program conmmenced, but there’s also
significant water savings to be gained by connecting the town
to Colac™s water supply.
At present, Bumeguma's water 1s sourced from the o
Wurdee Boluc and Buregurra channels and is stored m open
basm-.s 107 to treatment. The water treatment plant has

the end of its operational life and to manage the
l.'m'rﬂ ] mpplg‘rflmm a water quality, cost and environmental
perspective Bireguma will be comnected to Colac’s supply via
a 19-lalometre pipeline.

The supply upgrade will save water by reducing losses from
evaporation from the Biregura storage basins, particularly

during sunmmer. and through ather & efficiency
-ements. It will also reduce electricity usage, In tum
mng carbon enissions and eleciricity costs.

Construction works will take place along the pipeline
alignment, between Fomrest Street n Colac, and Bowden
Street in Birre and will be r:ompletedby mid-2024.

We'll work with landovwmers directly impacted by construction
:.l'ndzinnaﬁfu s, Dlmngrg&k&naﬂ%&iremﬂbemmﬂ
tered traffic conditions. AN, t W
be n place to ensure the ﬂmefﬁciem mm'emﬁnggn

pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles.

Barwon "n‘.ater commenced v.urkto

We'll centinue to keep the local community informed through
a dedicated project website as well as a series of commumty
pop-ups.

For more information and project updates please visit
yoursay.barwonwater.vic.gov.an'birre-upgrade.

Using water sustainably during winter

When it’s cold and wet outside we often forget about water
and how we use it in and around our homes. However, there
are many ways to make our homes more water efﬁcmm_ even

durmg winter.
* A quick check and adjustment of your imigation system 1s

a preat place to start. By installing a ram sensor that will
automnatically s]:mruff&}row Irrigation system when it rains,

or simply turning it off during winter will help save water.
# Having ].-umphmbingchecked and making any repairs 1s

another good way to save. A plumber can check for leaks,
find older pipes  be at nisk of bursting and need
replacing, as tre]l as recommendations to help you

with garden mmigation set up. Barwon Water has
plusbing :

ograms for eligible customers, to
checl;j.-'nur e E;Lhﬂy visit www.barwonwater.vic.gov.an/

water-and-waste/saving-water/waterassist-home.

® Updating to an efficient hot water system 15 a great way to
reduce energy costs and save water. The Victorian
Government has infermation about radueing energy costs
by upgrading to a mere efficient hot water system to find
out ]1]3['&".15%1:1‘!’“'“ households/

vie.gov.an/for-
victorian-energy-upgrades-for-householdshot-water-
SYSIEMS.

For further details en the Biregura Sustainable Conmmmities
— Water program and our Living Laboratory project, visit
www.yoursay.barwonwater.vic.gov.aw/birregurra

New registration process for farmers to use for their onfarm tyres

A new Environment Protection gﬂmtlmrr_l,r Victoria (EPA)
registration for farmers using waste tyres in silage production
will help reduce the risk o%e and harm to human health and
the environment.

Stockpiled tyres can pose a sigmificant fire nsk. Tyre fires are
hard to extingush, emmt toxic smoke and can coniribute to
harm m the environment. Having an understanding of a farm’s
tyre stocks will he]p nmtigate the nisk and seventy they pose.

EPA South West Manager Carolyn Francis said silage
production is critical for a healthy agricultural industry.

“The registration striles the right balance between making sure

ﬁ:msmfeaddﬂsmcknhﬂealmhelpmg‘tomdmeﬂmmk
of harm to human health and the environment.” she said.

Farmers, or anyone, using and'or 5m3 (about the size
of a small slap bin) of waste tyres as weights for silage
production, have until 1 July 2023 to apply for a registration.

“We've made the process to apply for a registration as easy

as possible. It's free, fast and can even be done on your
smart phone.

“By having farmers and others, who use waste tyres for silage
production, apply for this free registration, we are all doing
OUr part to ensure waste %ES are comectly stored and
managed to help reduce the nisk of fire or environmental
harm ™ Ms Francis said.

For more mformation and to apply ﬁararegmtrahonb} 1.Tull,. g0
to www.epa.vic. gm.auﬁnr
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